
School and Childcare Facility Sampling

The Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR) are in effect and require all Illinois Community Water
Supplies to begin sampling 20% of elementary schools and registered childcare facilities annually starting
in 2025.

Due May 15, 2025: Submit School/Childcare Inventory to IEPA

Each CWS must compile a list of all schools and registered childcare facilities served by the CWS using
the IEPA School and Child Care Facility Inventory Template.

Here are helpful links for accessing the School and Child Care facilities:
Illinois State Board of Education school list: https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Data-Analysis-
Directories.aspx
DCFS Childcare Provider list:
https://sunshine.dcfs.illinois.gov/Content/Licensing/Daycare/ProviderLookup.aspx

IEPA defines elementary and secondary schools as follows:
Elementary school = a school comprising any span of grades including pre-school through
grade 8.
Secondary school = a school comprising any span of grades beginning with the next grade
following an elementary or middle school (usually 7, 8, or 9) and ending with or below
grade 12. This definition includes both junior high schools and senior high schools.

Submit the inventory spreadsheet via email to EPA.Leadandcopper@illinois.gov by May 15, 2025.

Provide Annual Notices to Facilities:
Each CWS is required to provide a notice to all schools and childcare facilities annually. This notice
should include the health risks of lead and lead sampling information.

The USEPA has provided guidance titled “3Ts for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools
and Child Care Facilities: A Training, Testing, and Taking Action Approach” and can be found
here: https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/3ts-reducing-lead-drinking-water 

Complete first round of 20% samples by December 31, 2025:
Each CWS must sample a minimum of 20% of elementary schools and 20% of childcare facilities on an
annual, calendar year basis.

The CWS must collect five samples per school and two samples per childcare facility at outlets
typically used for consumption.
All samples should meet the following criteria:

Taken from cold water taps
First draw samples
8-18 hour stagnation period before sampling
250 mL in volume

Document Sampling Progress and Update Inventory:
The CWS should document sampling and update the IEPA inventory with the following information:

Date that CWS provided the required notice to facilities
Number of facilities sampled
A school’s refusal to participate in the sampling
Any secondary schools requesting sampling

https://eeiweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/IEPA-School-and-Child-Care-Facility-Inventory-Template.xlsx
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.isbe.net%2fPages%2fData-Analysis-Directories.aspx&c=E,1,w0VW56fHlD4NCjspMB8Rip6LkmZbiCald2XlwNjv6hoOanYwXFeGqLvoQ4te0tNbA7-GPk9hMeBMAt5Z95xdG8N9M-tZoDxXjyNFZUOMn5opsJVBEEw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsunshine.dcfs.illinois.gov%2fContent%2fLicensing%2fDaycare%2fProviderLookup.aspx&c=E,1,gjtPddTXCTk7Q-drp5popnl-KkqZq7hWj1fdg4s2KkVcnChkHNMhvQdCF_eLup6EueyclZUKHLiU8IU5uTglgbFEJHJRR076aeKMqh3m-xg2MBRn890,&typo=1
mailto:EPA.Leadandcopper@illinois.gov
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/3ts-reducing-lead-drinking-water
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=chambermembers&nav=e71562f9-224b-4a36-b3f2-4d81b65ed4f4


FAQ:
If a facility fails to respond after two good faith attempts or otherwise declines to participate in this
monitoring program, the CWS may count it as part of its annual 20% minimum.
Sampling of secondary schools is only required when requested by the school.
If your CWS does not have any schools or childcare facilities, send an email to
EPA.Leadandcopper@illinois.gov stating that your system does not have any schools or childcare
facilities.

 

Be sure to bookmark our
Lead and Copper Resources website page

to stay up to date on all of the latest news!

About Engineering Enterprises, Inc.

Engineering Enterprises, Inc. (EEI), founded in 1974, is an award-winning consulting
engineering firm providing services to public agencies and private entities throughout
northern Illinois. Over 75 experienced firm members including licensed professional civil
engineers, land surveyors, and support team members provide a full range of services for
planning, design, and construction of infrastructure projects, funding assistance and
municipal consulting. Our core values guide our staff on every project from initiation
through completion keeping us committed to quality, service, and value for our clients. By
offering outstanding service to every client every day we are able to assist with bettering
the communities in which we serve. 
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