
The USEPA is developing the first-ever National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) to limit six per- and 
poly�uoroalkyl substances (PFAS). The following �owcharts describe the monitoring requirements described in the draft rule. 
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Initial Monitoring Phase
Rule Promulgation Date (Anticipated End of 2023)

Rule E�ective Date (Anticipated End of 2026)

Ongoing Compliance
Monitoring Requirements

(Based on Initial Monitoring Results)

Groundwater Systems
Serving More Than 10,000

&
All Surface Water Systems

4 Quarterly Samples* 
Within 12-Month Period

Groundwater Systems
Serving Less Than 10,000

2 Semi-Annual Samples* 
Within 12-Month Period

Sample ≥ Rule Trigger Level

1 Quarterly Sample
At EPTDS

Running Annual
Average > MCL

Sample < Rule Trigger Level

1 to 2 Samples***
Every 3 Years

At EPTDS

Running Annual
Average ≤ MCL

Sample(s) > Rule
Trigger Level

Sample(s) < Rule
Trigger Level

RULE VIOLATION COMPLIANCE Quarterly
Monitoring

Triennial
Monitoring

Resources / Definitions
• EPA Method 533 Guidelines
• EPA Method 537.1 Guidelines
• EPA Certified Laboratories
• EPA Sample Collection Guidelines
• Running Annual Average: An average of analytical

results for samples taken at a particular monitoring
location during the previous four consecutive quarters

• EPTDS: Entry Points to the Distribution System

{ Or **UCMR 5 Sampling }
*Samples Must Be Taken At Least 90 Days Apart and During
Normal Operating Conditions At All Entry Points to the
Distribution System

**EPA Has Proposed to Allow UCMR 5 samples Data to Fulfill 
the Initial Monitoring Requirements

***Serving <3,300 = 1 Triennial Sample at Each EPTDS
Serving >3,300 = 1 Sample in Two Consectutive Quarters at 
Each EPTDS, Totaling Two Samples in Each Triennial Period

For More Details, Click Here for EEI’s Two-Page Summary Document

Example of Results from a PFAS Monitoring Test

https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr/list-laboratories-approved-epa-fifth-unregulated-contaminant-monitoring-rule-ucmr-5
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/documents/method-533-815b19020.pdf
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_report.cfm?dirEntryId=348508&Lab=CESER&simpleSearch=0&showCriteria=2&searchAll=537.1&TIMSType=&dateBeginPublishedPresented=03%2F24%2F2018
https://eeiweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/PFAS-Summary-FINAL-04182023-3.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/epa-pfas-drinking-water-laboratory-methods



